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Nature keeps our food on the table — but it’s rarely priced into decisions.

This talk will unpack the conservation funding gap, why financing nature is so tricky, and
how food systems depend on ecosystems. Yap Su-E, Regenerative Food Facility Lead at The
Nature Conservancy will share insights on we can drive
transformative change in food systems. The Q&A session will be moderated by Marvin
Joseph Montefrio, Associate Professor at the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at
NUS.
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FINANCING NATURE:
ADDRESSING CHALLENGES IN
FOOD SYSTEMS

% 27 March 2026, Friday | 7pm - 8.15pm
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@ UTown Auditorium 2, Stephen Riady Centre

Synopsis

Nature underpins our food systems, yet its value is often overlooked in economic
decision-making. This presentation explores why nature is critical, the financing gap that
threatens conservation, and the systemic challenges that make funding complex. We will
examine how food systems interact with nature and the growing corporate interest in
sustainability and resilience. Finally, we will share The Nature Conservancy's approach,
including lessons from Foodscapes and place-based strategies, along with examples of
innovative financing structures that can drive transformative change.

Speaker
YAP SU-E

REGENERATIVE FOOD FACILITY LEAD, THE NATURE CONSERVANCY

Yap Su-E is the global lead for The Nature Conservancy's Foodscape
Accelerator — a technical assistance facility that aims to scale up
Regenerative Foodscapes around the world.

Previously, Su-E served as the Director for Corporate Engagement
(Asia Pacific) for The Nature Conservancy where she worked with
private sector players to mobilize capital and action for conservation.

Moderator

MARVIN JOSEPH F. MONTEFRIO
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY
Marvin was trained in political ecology, environmental sociology.
environmental anthropology, environmental policy, and ecological economics.

His primary research interest lies at the intersection of food, agrarian, and
environmental studies, with a particular focus on the Southeast Asian context.
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ABOUT THE PROGRAMME
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